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Aims 1

Introduction

Aims

The Second Intermediate Period, covering the time span between the Twelfth and the
Eighteenth Dynasties (c. 1800-1550 B.C.) has in common with the other two intermediate
periods of Egyptian history (viz. the First and Third Intermediate Periods) that it is an
epoch on which research is still in its pioneer stages.' It is not entirely clear how many
kingdoms existed during the period, and those that are known are poorly defined insofar
as both their territorial and chronological extent remains uncertain. Moreover, the
succession of kings belonging to these kingdoms is filled with lacunae, and the identity
of many of the rulers is obscure while others are mere names whose deeds remain
unknown.

In 1964, Jirgen von Beckerath published his Untersuchungen zur politischen Geschichte
der Zweiten Zwischenzeit in Agypten (AF 23; Glisckstadt), which has since remained the
main work of reference concerning the political situation in Egypt during the Second
Intermediate Period. Von Beckerath’s study marked a considerable advance in
comparison with its predecessor, Hans Stock’s Studien zur Geschichte und Archaologie der
13. bis 17. Dynastie Agyptens, unter besonderer Beriicksichtigung der Skarabien dieser
Zuwischenzeit (AF 12; Gliickstadt 1942), which, as the title implies, was based mainly upon
a study of scarab-shaped seals. It proceeded more methodically, was far more detailed, and
paid special attention to many important aspects which were completely neglected by
Stock. A further merit was the inclusion of a ‘Belegliste’ or catalogue, in which von
Beckerath listed all sources that he knew to mention kings of the Second Intermediate
Period.

In the 33 years since von Beckerath’s publication, new material has come to light and
a number of specialized studies on individual aspects of the Second Intermediate Period
have -appeared. In particular, the Austrian excavations at Tell el-Dab‘a which began in
1966, just a few years after the publication of von Beckerath’s study, and which still
continue today, 30 years later, have brought forth a wealth of important information
concerning the conditions in the western Delta throughout the entire Second
Intermediate Period. Much of the older material has also been subject to reinterpretation,
despite Helck’s assertion in his review of von Beckerath’s study (AfO 22, 97) that: ‘Das

1. There is at present no scholarly agreement on a formal definition of the Second Intermediate Period; this
includes disagreement as to which and how many dynasties the term covers, and uncertainty as to its
chronological extent. It has even been questioned most recently whether it is meaningful to maintain this
designation at all. These questions are dealt with in Part I and §4.3 where the definition here given is
reached.
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gezeichnete Bild werden kaum neue Uberlegungen, sondern nur neues Material dndern
kénnen.’

The present study sets out to present a new and comprehensive model for the political
situation in Egypt during the Second Intermediate Period by trying to identify, define
and give a general description of the nature of the kingdoms that existed during this
period and to establish their chronological and regional extent, including foreign
relations. The main purpose of the study is to gather and discuss relevant material and
thereby to provide an up-to-date framework for reference. The study does in no way
claim to exhaust the available source material or even to include all possible categories
of source material. There is far too much material that remains to be studied in detail and
will require entire projects of their own. This material includes virtually all classes of
purely archaeological material, such as studies of individual ceramic wares and other
artifacts, burial and settlement patterns, etc., which have much to offer concerning social
and political conditions. For dating purposes, epigraphy and art history will be of
tremendous importance. Fortunately, several important and promising studies are
presently being undertaken in these fields.

Source Material

The Second Intermediate Period remains one of the most obscure periods of Egyptian
history. This situation is not due entirely to a scarcity of source material as such, since
certain phases at least of the Second Intermediate Period are fairly well represented both
archaeologically and textually, but rather to the nature of the textual sources. Most of the
latter are monuments produced for officials and remarkably few attest to the numerous
kings of the period. The textual sources, moreover, provide us with surprisingly few
points of historical interest. Accordingly, there is little material through which the
individual dynasties can be identified and defined, and this has generally led to over-
generalizations based on sources which may not be representative of the period as a
whole, and an intensive use of non-contemporary sources. These latter include especially
the Turin King-list, the Manethonian tradition,” the two literary texts ‘Admonitions of
an Egyptian Sage’ and ‘the Quarrel of Apophis and Seqenenre’, and the ‘Four Hundred
Year Stela’. Most of these sources have been used without a proper examination of their
source value; and progress in the study of the Second Intermediate Period, as regards its
definition, has long been obstructed by scholars clinging to the corrupt and unreliable
Manethonian tradition rather than confronting the diffuse and often much more difficult
contemporary sources available.” As regards Manetho, it remains unknown what sources

2. The term Manethonian tradition is used to designate the different copies of Manetho’s Aegyptiaca and the
extracted Epitome.

3. A typical example is the recent study of Redford, Egypt, Canaan and Israel, which boldly claims to present
the royal succession of ‘the Historical Fifteenth Dynasty’ (p. 110) by a trivial identification of the garbled
names of the six Fifteenth Dynasty rulers in the Manethonian tradition, while simply dismissing the attempt

|



Source material 3

he used and whether these were reliable, and we depend on copies at the bottom end of
a long line of transmission where numerous errors have crept in and where redactions
have been made for various purposes. Similarly, the exact purpose of the ‘Admonitions of
an Egyptian Sage’ and the ‘Four Hundred Year Stela’ remains unknown, and ‘the Quarrel
of Apophis and Seqenenre’ is simply a narrative.* Since there is an obvious margin for
error in using such non-contemporary sources in reconstructing history, their use is
restricted in the present study to the Turin King-list.

The inclusion of the Turin King-list is not a matter of choice but of necessity, since it
would at present be impossible to undertake a study of the kind intended here without
this document. The order, reign-lengths, and even the very existence of many kings cannot
be established from the contemporary sources as yet available and are known only from
the Turin King-list. A consequence of making use of this non-contemporary source is,
however, that a large part of the present work will stand or fall with the accuracy of this
list which, it will be shown, is not without error. It is therefore inevitable that this study
should include a critical examination of this document.

Among the contemporary sources, one particularly informative body of material, the
significance of which has been gravely neglected and underestimated, consists of the vast
numbers of private and royal seals of the period. When properly examined, these seals
provide invaluable information especially as regards chronology, administrative patterns
and foreign relations, just to mention those areas that are relevant to the present study.
In this respect, the two recent corpora of scarab-shaped seals published by G. T. Martin
and O. Tufnell have been of paramount importance, and equally so the study of royal
seals by W. A. Ward, while the catalogue of the Basel collections by E. Hornung and E.
Stachelin deserves praise for its excellent standard.’ The royal scarab-shaped seals form the
second main source for chronology in the present work.

by Ward (Tufnell, Studies, 11, 162-173) to establish the succession on the basis of contemporary sources
througha seriation of royalseals. In another study, Redford (Orientalia 39,1-51)embarksupon alengthy
and problematic defence of Josephus’ account of the Hyksos invasion and concludes that all the
information which he believes to be correct in Josephus’ account was taken from the genuine Manetho and
allthatevidently is incorrect was taken from a pseudo-Manetho, thusimplyingthatall the sources to which
Manetho had access were reliable and that he misunderstood nothing. Most recently, a defence of the
validity of the Manethonian tradition has been presented by Greenberg (DE 25, 21-29), who concludes that
‘Manetho was well acquainted with the events of the Second Intermediate Period and presented a highly
accurate account of the dynastic chronology’. In fact, the article consists entirely of a manipulation of the
corruptfigures preserved in the Manethonian tradition and the conclusions are not the least convincing;
the author argues, for instance, that the Thirteenth Dynasty lasted less than 69 years while there is no
disagreement today among scholars that it lasted more than a century.

4. The text has recently been reedited by Goedicke (Apophis and Seqenenre®) who states that his new
rendering ‘elevates the text from an apparently capricious fairy tale to a major historical source’ (ibid. 32),
butmostofhisinterpretations are speculative in the extreme and not generally accepted. Fora more reliable
treatment, see Wente, Literature of Ancient Egypt? (ed. Simpson), 77-80. A bibliography of the text may be
found in Bellion, Cat. des manuscrits, 343.

5. Martin, Seals; Tufnell, Studies, II; Ward, in Tufnell, Studies, II, 151-192. The important study of Ward -
Dever, Studies, III, unfortunately arrived too late to be included here in more than a very cursory fashion.
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Procedure and Scope
The study is divided into six parts.

Part I presents an examination and evaluation of the two main sources used to
establish an internal chronology for the Second Intermediate Period, the Turin King-list
and the contemporary royal seals.

In Part II, the individual dynasties of the Second Intermediate Period are defined. The
definition centres upon which kings may be ascribed to the individual dynasties, and their
territorial and chronological extent. The dynastic arrangement and the order of
individual kings are based primarily on the Turin King-list, but where relevant
contemporary sources are available, these are given priority. On the basis of the
distribution of, and textual information gained from, objects inscribed with the names
of the kings and officials belonging to the individual dynasties, an attempt is made to
define the territorial extent of the separate dynasties, as well as their residences and royal
necropolises. The significance of the location of the royal necropolis is that it usually
seems to have been located near the royal residence and therefore gives a clue to the
location of the latter. An attempt to establish the foreign relations of the individual
dynasties is also made, but only in the most general terms. As noted by Kemp and
Merrillees in their treatment of Minoan pottery in Egypt,° the foreign relations of ancient
civilizations are far easier to establish than to explain, and it would certainly require a
study of its own to describe the nature of the relations in detail and what commodities
were traded.” The external chronology of the Second Intermediate Period is based on the
dated astronomical observations available for the Middle Kingdom and New Kingdom.
The internal chronology is based primarily on the King-list and contemporary dated
material.

Part III contains a discussion of the background and family of the individual kings in
order to detect patterns of royal succession and to provide a view of that political aspect
of the period.

In Part IV a historical outline of the political situation in Egypt during the Second
Intermediate Period is presented, based on the resultsarrived at in the preceding sections.

Part V consists of four appendices which contain discussions of subjects that are
essential for reference in Part I and II but are too long to be included in footnotes and
would disturb the line of argument if included in the main text. Appendices I and II deal
with chronological matters, Appendix III with the existence of vassal kings, and
Appendix IV with the supposed king Tutimaios of Josephus.

Part VI contains a catalogue of all attestations of kings of the Second Intermediate
Period known to the author. It is hoped that this catalogue will facilitate future research.

Bibliography and indices follow.

6. Kemp - Merrillees, Minoan Pottery, 268.

7. For commodities imported from the Levant, see esp. Helck, Beziehungen?, 380-427.
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Anticipation of Conclusions

Owing to the nature of this study, where many arguments depend upon one another and
where many cross-references are therefore essential in order to proceed in a methodical
manner, it is necessary to anticipate some of its conclusions to facilitate its use.

The Second Intermediate Period is here divided into six dynasties. These dynasties are
designated as the Thirteenth to Seventeenth Dynasties, in order to maintain the usual
numbers employed for this period, and the Abydos Dynasty. The definitions and
arrangement of these dynasties does, however, differ substantially from previous studies.
Briefly summing up the conclusions reached in Part I, the six dynasties are defined thus:

(1) Thirteenth Dynasty: Mempbhite kings. It is the direct continuation of the Twelfth
Dynasty, after the rise of a rival Canaanite Dynasty in the Delta (the Fourteenth Dynasty).
The dynasty falls with the conquest of Memphis by the Fifteenth Dynasty. Its kings rule
the whole of Egypt except for that part of the Delta which was occupied by the Fourteenth
Dynasty. Trade with the Levant, Fourteenth Dynasty Egypt and Nubia.

(2) Fourteenth Dynasty: Canaanite kings with their residence at Avaris contemporary
with the Thirteenth Dynasty. The dynasty came into being when the Canaanite population
in the Delta proclaimed its own ruler during the reign of Nofrusobk, after having
gradually seceded from the rest of Egypt during the late Twelfth Dynasty. The rise of this
dissident dynasty and the subsequent division of Egypt ushered in the Second
Intermediate Period. The dynasty falls with the conquest of Avaris by the Fifteenth
Dynasty. Trade with the Levant, Thirteenth Dynasty Egypt and Nubia.

(3) Fifteenth Dynasty: Canaanite kings with their residence at Avaris succeeding the
Fourteenth Dynasty. The dynasty arose with the conquest of Avaris by an invading hk3-
hsswt who subsequently settled himself and his people in the Delta and thus became the
founder of the Fifteenth Dynasty. It falls with the conquest of Avaris by Ahmose. Mainly
trade with Canaan and Cyprus. War against the southern Egyptian dynasties (viz. the
Sixteenth, Abydos, and Seventeenth Dynasti s), except for shorter periods of peace during
which there were also relations with Nubua.

(4) Sixteenth Dynasty: A Theban dynasty which came into being in the power vacuum

created in Upper Egypt by the fall of the Thirteenth Dynasty.* It falls with the conquest
of Thebes by the Fifteenth Dynasty. Contemporary with the first two-thirds of the
Fifteenth Dynasty. Scanty indications of relations with Nubia, otherwise no trace of
foreign relations.

(5) Abydos Dynasty: A dynasty at Abydos which came into being simultaneously

8. On the basis of Africanus, who defines this dynasty as consisting of ‘Shepherd (i.e. Hyksos) kings’, the
Sixteenth Dynasty has previously been defined as Semitic vassal kings of the Fifteenth Dynasty ruling
within the Delta. In §5.3, it isargued that no such kings existed. Accordingly, the designation ‘Sixteenth
Dynasty’ becomes vacant and is used in the present study to designate the first Theban Dynasty.
Incidentally, it may be noted that Eusebius in fact defines the Sixteenth Dynasty as Theban. It is therefore
possible that his version provides a more reliable version of the Manethonian Epitome as far as this dynasty
is concerned. This would presuppose that Manetho divided the Theban kings of the Late Second
Intermediate Period into two dynasties, one prior toand one subsequent to the Fifteenth Dynasty conquest
of Thebes, as in the present study.
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with the Sixteenth Dynasty in the power vacuum created in Upper Egypt by the fall of
the Thirteenth Dynasty. Ephemeral and obscure.

(6) Seventeenth Dynasty: A Theban dynasty subsequent to the Fifteenth Dynasty’s
withdrawal from Thebes and southern Egypt. It becomes the Eighteenth Dynasty with
the unification of Egypt under Ahmose. Contemporary with the last third of the
Fifteenth Dynasty. Relations with Nubia and perhaps also the Fifteenth Dynasty during
a period of peace. War against the Fifteenth Dynasty and the Kushites from the reign of
Seqgenenre.

The relative arrangement of the dynasties is presented below:

!
L

!
L

Time Thebes Abydos Memphis Avaris
) ! !
Twelfth
1800 Dynasty
Thirteenth Fourteenth
Dynasty Dynasty
1650
Sixteenth Abyd. Dyn. Fifteenth
Dynasty Dynasty
1580
Seventeenth
Dynasty
1550
Eighteenth
Dynasty

!
|

Table 1: Chronological/Geographical Arrangement of the Dynasties of the Second Intermediate Period.
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